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http://research.bmh.
manchester.ac.uk/cm
hs/research/centrefor
suicideprevention/nci  

n/a 1996 Appleby: National Confidential Inquiry into Suicide and Homicide by People with 
Mental Illness   (ERP/96/136) The core work of the Confidential  Inquiry examines 
suicide and homicide committed by people who have been in contact with 
secondary and specialist mental health services in the  twelve months before the 
incident.  People convicted of homicide - murder, manslaughter or infanticide in 
England and Wales are notified to the Inquiry by the Home Office and a 
questionnaire is sent to the responsible clinician. The Inquiry routinely collects 
detailed information on the activities of clinical services prior to suicide and 
homicide and on patterns of events leading to these incidents for the Homicide 
Index. 

Mental 
Health 

Trust Wide Open 21/06/1999 31/03/2018 Zero 
Suicide 

Professor 
Louis 

Appleby 

University of 
Manchester 

http://research.bmh.
manchester.ac.uk/cm
hs/research/centrefor
suicideprevention/nci  

n/a 00RD0002 Appleby: Sudden Death in psychiatric in patient and the relationship with 
psychotropic drugs (NCIS - SUD) This study is a project within the NCISH and 
examines psychiatric inpatient deaths which were sudden and unexplained. For 
each in-patient death, the responsible consultant is sent an eligibility sheet to 
determine whether the patient’s death meets the SUD criteria. The consultant is 
then asked to complete a questionnaire that covers topics such as demographic 
information, psychiatric history, diagnoses, physical health, substances taken prior 
to death, details of final admission and circumstances of death. For each control 
the same procedure is followed and an equivalent questionnaire is completed. . 

Mental 
Health 

Trust Wide Open 18/12/2001 31/03/2018 Zero 
Suicide 

Professor 
Louis 

Appleby 

University of 
Manchester 

                    
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/

molecular-
psychiatry/bipolar-
recruitment/about                  

Dr Ed Silva, 
Principal 

Investigator       
CRIP: LB, CS, 

KP 

2004/21 McQuillin, DNA Polymorphisms Into Mental Illness (DPIM) This study began in 
2004 aiming to collect DNA samples (blood or saliva) for genetic investigations 
from 1000s of volunteers with several different mental illnesses. The study is 
actively recruiting for (i) Bipolar (ii) Schizophrenia (iii) Alcoholism and (iv) healthy 
controls.  New Chief Investigator is Dr. Andrew McQuillan.  Trust approved 
reinstatement and staff are asked to highlight to relevant participants.  Trust CSOs 
consent and take samples.  There has been a recent recruitment drive in V7 for 
healthy volunteers and the team will be looking to attend other staff areas in the 
future. 

Mental 
Health 

Trust Wide Open 26/08/2004 31/12/2017 Physical 
Health 

Dr Andrew 
McQuillan 
(previously 
Prof. Hugh 

Gurling) 

Norfolk and 
Waveney 
MH Trust 

http://www.brainsfor
dementiaresearch.org

.uk/ 

Dr Sudip 
Sikdar, 

Principal 
Investigator     

CRIP: CS 

2009/14 Francis:  Brains for Dementia The study is jointly funded by the Alzheimer’s 
Research Trust and the Alzheimer’s Society enabling five leading brain tissue banks 
to recruit and clinically assess potential donors.  The research is inviting people 
diagnosed with a memory impairment (or dementia) to participate in monitoring 
of memory, thinking and behaviour prior to brain donation (post mortem). Brain 
tissue from regularly assessed individuals provides the best resource for scientists 
working on understanding dementia and linking progression of memory 
impairment. 

Dementia Local 
Division 

Recruitment 
halted unless 

80+yrs near to 
end 

28/09/2009 03/03/2018 Physical 
Health 

Professor 
Paul Francis 

Kings College 
London 

 Professor 
Jennifer 

Shaw 

2010/08 Shaw: VoRAMMS - Validation of risk assessments for patients from Medium 
Secure Services This adopted study, funded by the NIHR is being carried out by 
staff at the University of Manchester. The project aims to examine the validity, 
reliability and practical utility of new violence risk assessment tools focussing on 
community violence. The sample will include all patients released from all 38 
Medium Secure Services in England and Wales over a 12 month period who have a 
diagnosis of Schizophrenia. The study has NIHR CAG exemption and will involve the 
research team accessing discharged patients medical and clinical records to 
complete assessments and interviews of staff who knew the patient well. 

Mental 
Health 

Trust Wide Closed to 
recruitment in 

follow up. 

07/07/2010 30/09/2017 Zero 
Suicide 

Professor 
Jennifer 

Shaw 

University of 
Manchester 

http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/molecular-psychiatry/bipolar-recruitment/about
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/molecular-psychiatry/bipolar-recruitment/about
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/molecular-psychiatry/bipolar-recruitment/about
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/molecular-psychiatry/bipolar-recruitment/about
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/molecular-psychiatry/bipolar-recruitment/about
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http://bmcgeriatr.bio
medcentral.com/articl

es/10.1186/s12877-
016-0371-6 

Dr Deep 
Majumdar 
Principal 

Investigator 
(previously :   
Dr Prashanti 
Veeramacha

neni)   
CRIP:CS 

2010/28 Jones: Observational Study of Resource Use and Cost of Alzheimer’s Disease in 
Europe (GERAS) This study was industry funded (Eli Lilly & Company Limited).  The 
aim is to describe resource use and associated costs of Alzheimer's disease for 
both patients and caregivers and caregiver burden over a period of time.  It will 
capture changing levels of severity or changes in formal care-giving situations and 
is an 18 month prospective, multi-centre, pan European, non-interventional study 
reflecting routine care in the disease. Patients and carers completed a number of 
measures and questionnaires (some by themselves and some administered by a 
trained ratter) at approx.6m intervals either in clinic or home.  Amendment issued 
to allow an extension of the study to 1/10/2018 to enable follow up of participants 
and consulters additional questionnaire. 

Dementia Local 
Division 

Closed to 
recruitment - 
in follow up 

02/12/2010 01/10/2018 Other Professor 
Roy Jones 

ICON Clinical 
Research 

 Robert 
Gallon, Safer 
custody and 

drug strategy 
Manager, 

HMPS 
Liverpool - 

Local 
Collaborator 

2010/41 Farrell. Integrated Drug Treatment System (IDTS) Evaluation: A Case Study This 
study is part of an evaluation of the Integrated Drug Treatment System (IDTS) in 
prisons in England. The project aims to investigate whether IDTS clients who leave 
prison still receiving a stable dose of oral methadone or buprenorphine medication 
are less likely to die in the 16 weeks after release compared with IDTS clients who 
have received opioid detoxification whilst in prison. The follow up period is 1 year 
with a final 10 year follow up  with study end 2022 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Open 12/01/2011 30/10/2022 Physical 
Health 

Dr Michael 
Farrell 

Kings College 
London 

waiting link from 
Anita and Joe 

Dr Ed Silva, 
Principal 

Investigator, 
CRIP: LB 

2011/37 Pirmohamed: Molecular Genetics of Adverse Drug Reactions (ADR) (MOLGEN) This 
multi-site study is funded by the DoH, the MRC and the Serious Adverse Event 
Consortium. ADR's are a common cause of drug-related morbidity and may 
account for about 6.5% of all hospital admissions. This study aims to identify 
service users with different types of ADRs by collecting DNA samples (blood or 
saliva) to help identify genetic factors which predispose to ADRs. The study aims to 
recruit 250 cases for each reaction over 5 years. 

Mental 
Health 

Trust Wide Open 12/12/2011 28/02/2019 Physical 
Health 

Professor 
Munir 

Pirmohamed 

Mersey Care 
NHS 

Foundation 
Trust 

 Amanda 
Smith, Head 
of Health & 
Wellbeing, 
service link 

2012/46 Melling:  Workplace stress & employee absenteeism This study is collaboration 
between the Trust and the Liverpool University.  The student has been awarded 
CASE Studentship funding and Trust HR funding.  The study aims to explore factors 
associated with workplace stress and absenteeism within the Trust’s workforce. 
Knowledge gained from this work will be used to develop future stress 
management and absenteeism interventions. Staff will be asked to complete a 
questionnaire, and a sub-sample will be invited for follow up interviews and 
discussion. 

Staff study Trust wide Open 30/09/2013 01/12/2017 Other Dr. Kathryn 
Melling 

University of 
Liverpool 

http://www.healthtal
k.org 

n/a PIC study 2012/47 Ziebland: Narratives of health and illness for talk online (PIC study) This study is 
part of a national programme of qualitative research studies led by the University 
of Oxford aiming to capture people’s experiences of over 60 health related 
conditions and illnesses. The Trust is a Participant Identification Centre (PIC site) 
only asked to identify and inform potential participants about the study, provide 
information either directly or through public display (e.g. leaflets or posters). 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Open 17/12/2012 31/03/2020 Physical 
Health 

Ms Sue 
Ziebland 

University of 
Oxford 

http://bmcgeriatr.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12877-016-0371-6
http://bmcgeriatr.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12877-016-0371-6
http://bmcgeriatr.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12877-016-0371-6
http://bmcgeriatr.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12877-016-0371-6
http://www.healthtalk.org/
http://www.healthtalk.org/
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 Amanda 
Chivers, 

Local 
Collaborator 

2013/15 Karpusheff: Cultural activities for social participation This study has been part 
funded by Mersey Care NHS Foundation Trust.  The aim of the research is to 
explore how cultural activities foster ‘social participation’ and contribute to the 
‘social capital’ of people with mental health issues.  This study will explore the 
picture of social participation and the engagement in cultural activities of people 
who are in contact with acute care services in Merseyside. Initial interview (1.5 
hours) and three follow up interviews over 2 years. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Closed to 
recruitment in 

follow up 

23/08/2013 01/07/2018 Other Mrs Justine 
Karpusheff 

University of 
Manchester 

http://www.sinapps.o
rg.uk/studies/458996

9048 

Dr John 
Stevens, 
Principal 

Investigator       
CRIP: KP 

2013/34 Lennox: Prevalence of Pathogenic antibodies in psychosis (PPiP2 study) This 
University of Oxford study aims to understand if some cases of psychosis are 
caused by immune system problems and establish whether there are other, more 
sensitive markers of antibody activity in the serum of patients at first presentation 
of psychosis.  An extra tube of blood will be taken at the same time as normal 
clinical blood testing.   NOTE:  Recruitment to PPiP ended in August 2016.  
However, PPiP could continue as a screening study to identify people with 
antibodies who would then be eligible to participant in relevant future studies e.g. 
SINAPPS -2 which is presently on hold due to treatment site in Manchester being 
identified. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Closed - see 
summary re 

screening 
study 

14/11/2013 01/09/2015 
see notes 

Physical 
Health 

Dr Belinda 
Lennox 

University of 
Oxford 

 Dr Manoj 
Agawal,  

Chief 
Investigator 

2014/11 Agawal: Contrasting bipolar disorder and borderline personality disorder This Trust 
own account study is supported by the ARISE (Applied Research Innovation & 
Service Evaluation) group.  Sometimes individuals are misdiagnosed as having 
bipolar disorder when in fact a diagnosis of borderline personality disorder would 
be more appropriate and vice versa. This study will compare individuals who have 
either a diagnosis of bipolar disorder or borderline personality disorder in order to 
identify factors that might help to better distinguish between the groups aiding an 
earlier diagnosis. Participants with either diagnosis will take part in two focus 
groups and an interview.   Suspended- pending reinstatement by a member of staff 
continuing for Masters qualification. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Suspended- 
pending 

reinstatement 

17/07/2014 pending 
reinstatement 

Other Dr Manoj 
Agawal 

Mersey Care 
NHS 

Foundation 
Trust 

  2014/17 Haines: Prospective validity of the Structured Assessment of Protective Factors for 
violence risk in secure settings and its dynamic relationship with violence UK study 
-SAPROF 4  The study is a collaboration between the Trust and the University of 
Liverpool and aims to understand the role of protective factors in helping people 
to avoid being violent. SAPROF is a new checklist designed to study protective 
factors and to see if it might improve the assessment and management of risk of 
violence.   Following consent there will be no direct contact with participants, as 
the research team will complete a battery of measures from examination of 
participants' clinical notes and the trust's electronic systems for recording violence. 
The study has been extended to January 2018. 

Mental 
Health 

Trust Wide Open 11/06/2014 01/01/2018 Outcome 
Measures 

Dr Alina 
Haines 

Mersey Care 
NHS 

Foundation 
Trust 

http://www.sinapps.org.uk/studies/4589969048
http://www.sinapps.org.uk/studies/4589969048
http://www.sinapps.org.uk/studies/4589969048
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https://www.plymout
h.ac.uk/research/prim

arycare/engager 

Kerry 
Manson, 
Principal 

Investigator 

2014/18 Shaw: Engager 2: Developing and evaluating a collaborative care intervention This 
Offender Health Research Network study is a pilot study pending a larger clinical 
trial.  The project aims to develop and evaluate a clinical and organisational 
intervention to address prisoners' mental health problems who are near to 
release. The study brings together therapy, medication and resettlement 
interventions (housing, training, employment support) to ensure treatment 
continues after release from prison. Prisoners and staff take part in focus groups, 
case studies, qualitative interviews and later the development of the outcome 
measures. The trust has approved Phase I & Phase II in HMP Liverpool and 
ReSettle.  From July 2015 the Trust's involvement in the study has solely been the 
ReSettle team. 

Mental 
Health 

Secure Open 03/06/2014 01/08/2018 Other Dr Richard 
Byng 

Devon 
Partnership 
NHS Trust 

http://www.hra.nhs.u
k/news/research-

summaries/evaluatio
n-of-memory-

assessment-services-
main-study-phase-2-

v1/ 

Dr 
Biswadeep 
Majumdar, 

Principal 
Investigator,    
CRIP: CS, KP, 

LB 

2014/29 Smith:  Evaluation of a Memory Assessment Service (MAS) This study aims to 
evaluate the effectiveness and cost effectiveness of memory assessment services 
and to describe the post diagnostic services used by people with dementia and 
their carers. Eighty clinics across the UK will take part in the study. The Trust's four 
Memory Assessment Services have supported the study, and each site has been 
asked to recruit 25 dyads (those with dementia and their lay carers) over 3 
months.  Questionnaires of service users and carers will be carried out at baseline 
and 6m with a 12m follow ups. An organisational survey will be completed by each 
MAS team within the trust.  The study received additional funding to carry out a 
24month follow up. 

Dementia Local 
Division 

Closed to 
recruitment in 

follow up 

07/11/2014 30/08/2017 Other Dr Sarah 
Smith 

London 
School of 

Hygiene and 
Tropical 

Medicine 

 Lynn King 
and Emad 

Lilo, service 
links 

2014/33 Leah: Shifting identities – How do Approved Mental Health Professionals develop 
their professional identities and what are the influences and professional features 
that shape this?  This study forms part of a PhD at the School of Brain, Behaviour 
and Mental Health with the University of Manchester.  The role of the AMHP is a 
relatively recent professional role and this study will look at the professional 
identities of all AMHP professional groups across the NW.  The study aims to 
explore how AMHPs develop their professional identities and the influences and 
features that shape this.  Trust AMHPs will be asked to complete three semi-
structured interviews (1hr) over an eighteen months period and be interviewed.  
The interview will discuss topics about their daily practice, views on working with 
other professionals and as part of an MDT. 

Staff study AMHP / 
Social Work/ 

OT 

Open 30/09/2014 30/09/2017 Other Miss Caroline 
Leah 

University of 
Manchester 

 Dr Lorna 
Jellicoe-

Jones is the 
Chief 

Investigator 
and Drs John 
Mulligan and 
Taj Nathan 

are key 
collaborators

. 

2014/42 Dr Lorna Jellicoe-Jones: An exploration of the clinical profile of participants and the 
effectiveness of therapeutic interventions provided within 'The Beacon' PD service 
This study is a joint initiative between the Trust and the National Offender 
Management Service (NOMS) at HMP Garth. The study will review the efficacy and 
effectiveness of interventions provided by the Beacon Service, which is part of the 
new PD pathway initiative for the North of England. The pathway supports 
prisoners with significant difficulties, distress and offending behaviour.  All 
prisoners accepted onto the Beacon treatment programme will be asked if they 
want to participate in the research together with approximately 10-15 staff.  The 
study will involve questionnaires, one-to one interviews and focus groups.  Staff 
will also be given the opportunity to become actively involved in the research e.g. 
helping to conduct studies and to develop and assess the new therapy groups and 
measures. 

Mental 
Health 

Secure Open 25/08/2015 04/03/2024 Outcome 
Measures 

Dr Lorna 
Jellicoe-

Jones 

Mersey Care 
NHS 

Foundation 
Trust 
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http://research.bmh.
manchester.ac.uk/cm
hs/research/centrefor
suicideprevention/nci
/projects/?ID=3628&

Control=TagList1 

 2015/04 Appleby: National investigation into suicide in children and young people The 
study is part of the NCISH.  It aims to 1) describe the characteristics of young 
people in the general population who die by suicide and those of young people 
that die whilst in the care of mental health services; 2) investigate the antecedents 
of suicide for these two groups and; 3) establish the impact factors such as abuse, 
bullying, and social media have on young person suicide. Suicides and probable 
suicides (open verdict) in those aged under 20 in the general population will be 
identified from general population mortality data received from the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS).   The Medical Director will be contacted and a copy of the 
Serious Untoward Incident report relating to the death requested.  June 2017, 
study extended to June 18 and also remit reduced to only collect and examine date 
for those aged 10-19 (presently permission is for all those under 25). 

Mental 
Health 

Trust Wide Open - In write 
up 

22/04/2015 31/06/2018 Zero 
Suicide 

Professor 
Louis 

Appleby 

University of 
Manchester 

http://www.isrctn.co
m/ISRCTN32309003 

Dr Nick 
Wakefield, 
Principal 

Investigator 

2015/07 Fonagy: Mentalization Based Therapy (MBT) for antisocial PD (MOAM) The Trust 
was a pilot therapy site and has been chosen to take part in the full randomised 
controlled trial which received funding in July 2017.   The project aims to develop, 
implement and evaluate a new clinical MBT-ASPD community service in eleven 
different sites across the country over four years with NHS and probation. The 
research will look at whether MBT decreases (i) aggressive behaviour (ii) offending 
behaviour, (iii) substance misuse, and (iv) improves interpersonal relationships and 
general well-being.  Approximately half of the target number will be randomised to 
MBT and half will be randomised to Probation as Usual (PAU).  Recruitment 
commenced January 2017 with all follow ups to be completed by August 2020.    
Joint research office study website:  http://www.ucl.ac.uk/jro 

Mental 
Health 

Secure Open 22/03/2015 01/08/2020 Other Professor 
Peter Fonagy 

University 
College 
London 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/
jro 

Ashworth 
Research 

Centre 
supporting 

2015/09 Dr Simon Chu: Individual differences as predictors of negotiator performance in 
crisis negotiation   This study aims to examine the personality characteristics of 
trainees (e.g. emotional coping styles and personality) who are undertaking crisis 
negotiation training to see which characteristics, if any, are linked to effectiveness 
as a negotiator.  Delegates attending crisis negotiation training at Ashworth 
Hospital from 2015 to 2017 will be asked to complete questionnaires over four 
days.  The course is run once per year. 

Staff study Secure - 
Ashworth 
Hospital 

Open 30/06/2015 30/06/2017 
submitting 

application for 
extension 

Other Dr Simon 
Chu 

Mersey Care 
NHS 

Foundation 
Trust 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/
ioppn/depts/hspr/res
earch/CEPH/wmh/pro

jects/A-Z/ESMI-
MBU.aspx  

Miss Kelly 
Palethorpe, 

Local 
Collaborator 

2015/10 Howard: Effectiveness and cost effectiveness of mothers and baby units vs. 
general psychiatric in patient wards (ESMI) The Royal College of Psychiatrists state 
that women needing psychiatric admission post delivery should be admitted to 
MBUs. There has been little research on the effectiveness of MBUs and no data 
comparing MBUs with other services for acutely ill women in the postnatal period. 
Many areas of the UK do not have access to MBUs and their size and operational 
characteristics vary considerably.  This study aims to investigate the effectiveness 
and cost effectiveness of MBUs compared with general psychiatric wards or care 
from Crisis Resolution Teams for acute severe postnatal disorders. Clinicians are 
asked to highlight the study to potential participants.  Participants will be asked to 
take part in an interview with a one year follow up. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Open 12/05/2015 28/02/2019 Outcome 
Measures 

Professor 
Louise 

Howard 

Kings College 
London 

http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci/projects/?ID=3628&Control=TagList1
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci/projects/?ID=3628&Control=TagList1
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci/projects/?ID=3628&Control=TagList1
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci/projects/?ID=3628&Control=TagList1
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci/projects/?ID=3628&Control=TagList1
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/cmhs/research/centreforsuicideprevention/nci/projects/?ID=3628&Control=TagList1
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/ioppn/depts/hspr/research/CEPH/wmh/projects/A-Z/ESMI-MBU.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/ioppn/depts/hspr/research/CEPH/wmh/projects/A-Z/ESMI-MBU.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/ioppn/depts/hspr/research/CEPH/wmh/projects/A-Z/ESMI-MBU.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/ioppn/depts/hspr/research/CEPH/wmh/projects/A-Z/ESMI-MBU.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/ioppn/depts/hspr/research/CEPH/wmh/projects/A-Z/ESMI-MBU.aspx
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https://www.nia.nih.g
ov/alzheimers/publica

tion/alzheimers-
disease-genetics-fact-

sheet                                                                                                                                                  

Dr Lisa 
Williams, 
Principal 

Investigator 

2015/22 Williams:  Detecting Susceptibility Genes for Late-Onset Alzheimer’s disease (AD 
Genetics) The primary aim of this study is to expand the number of genetic 
variants and biomarkers studied in Alzheimer’s Disease (AD).  The study aims to 
carry out annual follow up interviews with participants and perform telephone 
interviews with control subjects to screen for cognitive decline.  This will allow the 
research team to gain an understanding of how symptoms develop in AD and how 
these may be influenced by genetic factors. 

Dementia Local 
Division 

Open 05/11/2015 31/03/2018 Physical 
Health 

Professor 
Julie 

Williams 

Cardiff 
University 

Register direct at 
website: 

http://research.ncl.ac.
uk/adultautismspectr

um/ 

Mr Andrew 
Barlow, Local 
Collaborator, 

CRIP: KP. 

2015/26 Parr: Learning about the lives of adults with ASD  (ASC-UK study)  
With little research into the life experiences of adults and older people on the 
autism spectrum, this long term study aims to help researchers, policy makers and 
service providers better understand the skills and support needs of adults on the 
autism spectrum.  Data will be collected on topics such as health, education, 
support and employment to see how people's lives change over time.  Adults on 
the autism spectrum are working with the researchers as part of the research 
team.  Participants with ASD aged 16+, relatives and consultees can self elect by 
completing a contact form handed out by staff or register direct 
www.autismspectrum-uk.com.  They will be asked to complete a number of on-
line questionnaires or paper based. 

Learning 
Disability 

Local 
Division 

Open 24/03/2016 01/09/2019 Other Dr Jeremy 
Parr 

Northumberl
and Tyne 
and Wear 

NHS 
Foundation 

Trust 

https://www.reacttoo
lkit.co.uk/ 

PIC study 2015/27 Lobban: The Relatives Education and Coping Tool (REACT) This study is testing an 
on-line intervention (PIC site) This study is an online peer-supported toolkit for 
relatives of people with psychosis or bipolar disorder. The aim of the study is to 
test the effectiveness of REACT for reducing relatives’ distress and explore the 
costs involved in delivering this intervention. Staff are asked to highlight the study; 
posters will be placed across the trust and hand outs left in trust sites. Participants 
must be aged 16+ years, have access to the internet and be able to understand 
written and verbal English. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Open 18/11/2015 30/09/2018 Other Professor 
Fiona Lobban 

Lancaster 
University 

 Dr Tracy 
Wilkins and 
Mr Andrew 

Brown, 
service links 

2015/29 Whittington: EUROSTART: Dynamic risk assessment for violence in MH settings 
(UK) This study is the UK arm of an international project which seeks to examine 
the violence risk of mentally ill people in four countries (Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden and the UK).  The study will obtain anonymised risk data collected as part 
of routine clinical practice and combine all four countries' information into a single 
dataset.  All START assessments conducted on patients in the three secure in-
patient services since 2008 will be identified by a member of staff who will extract 
and anonymise the data prior to submitting to the research team at the University 
of Liverpool. 

Mental 
Health 

Secure Open 30/09/2015 31/12/2018 Other Professor 
Richard 

Whittington 

Outcome 
Measures 

 Dr Frank 
Chapman,  
Principal 

Investigator  
CRIP: KP+C35 

2015/31 Beresford: Supporting adults with High functioning autism and Asperger syndrome 
(SHAPE) This project will investigate the different Specialist autism teams service 
models which currently exist across the country.  Service impact on the lives of 
adults; access to services; service costs and service user experience will be 
compared.  The first phase to establish the different types of SATs with the second 
phase involving service users over a 12m period.  Service users will be invited to 
carry out a number of measures (well-being, psychosocial and economic 
outcomes) at baseline, 3, 6 and 12 months.   A sub-sample of service users and 
family members, and staff working within the SAT will be invited to complete a 
further interview. 

Learning 
Disability 

Local 
Division 

Open 05/02/2016 29/12/2017 - 
extension to 

be agreed 

Outcome 
Measures 

Professor 
Bryony 

Beresford 

University of 
York 

https://www.nia.nih.gov/alzheimers/publication/alzheimers-disease-genetics-fact-sheet
https://www.nia.nih.gov/alzheimers/publication/alzheimers-disease-genetics-fact-sheet
https://www.nia.nih.gov/alzheimers/publication/alzheimers-disease-genetics-fact-sheet
https://www.nia.nih.gov/alzheimers/publication/alzheimers-disease-genetics-fact-sheet
https://www.nia.nih.gov/alzheimers/publication/alzheimers-disease-genetics-fact-sheet
https://www.reacttoolkit.co.uk/
https://www.reacttoolkit.co.uk/
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http://www.hra.nhs.u
k/news/researchsum

maries/cross-
sectional-study-
antipsychotic-

induced-
cardiometabolic-

toxicity/                            

Dr Ed Silva  
agreed to be  

Principal 
Investigator  

CRIP: LB 

2015/35 Pirmohamed: A cross-sectional study to investigate antipsychotic induced cardio 
metabolic toxicity (AAP) This study is being carried out towards a MD Postgraduate 
qualification with the University of Liverpool.  The purpose of the study is to take a 
cross sectional sample of patients on antipsychotics and healthy volunteers to find 
out if there is any evidence to suggest (i) that there is a direct link between 
antipsychotic medications, in particular clozapine and olanzapine, and metabolic 
syndrome, and (ii) if a possible inflammatory process might underlie this. As a pilot 
study the purpose is to collect preliminary data that could be used to inform the 
design of future studies. 

Mental 
Health 

Trust Wide Open 02/11/2016 01/11/2018 Physical 
Health 

Prof Munir 
Pirmohamed 

University of 
Liverpool 

(UoL001139) 

 Dr Isabel 
Ellory, 

Principal 
Investigator 

2015/36 Need, Imperial College London: Genetic Research into Childhood Onset Psychosis 
The purpose of this study is to discover how differences in DNA (deoxyribonucleic 
acid) may make it more or less likely that people develop psychiatric illness.  The 
study will compare DNA of people that have and have not experienced psychosis 
and the team are particularly interested in psychosis that starts in childhood 
(before the age of 13).   This study is looking for participants aged 5 to 30 years 
who were diagnosed with an idiopathic psychotic illness according to DSMV 
criteria before the age of 13. Patients will be either inpatients or former inpatients 
of Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) Tier 4 inpatient units.   
The study will involve service users completing measures and interview and family 
member questionnaires. 

Mental 
Health 

Trust Wide Open 19/01/2016 30/11/2020 Physical 
Health 

Dr Anna 
Need 

Imperial 
College 
London 

http://www.hra.nhs.

uk/news/researchsum
maries/clozapine-

induced-
hypersalivation-

feasibility-trial  

Dr Simon 
Chu,  Key 

investigator 
/collaborator 

2015/38 Qurashi: Gothic: A feasibility trial of glycopyrrolate in comparison to hyoscine 
hydrobromide and placebo in the treatment of clozapine-induced hypersalivation 
For some people with schizophrenia the only medicine that alleviates their 
symptoms is an antipsychotic medication called clozapine but unfortunately it can 
cause too much saliva (hyper salivation) which can be embarrassing and a socially 
stigmatising side effect.   There have been encouraging results from small studies 
investigating a medication called glycopyrrolate for the treatment of hyper 
salivation. The trust has received funding from the NIHR Research for patient 
Benefit to carry out this preliminary feasibility study to trial glycopyrrolate, along 
with hyoscine bromide, and a placebo drug. The study aims to determine which (if 
any) of the two medicines, hyoscine  hydrobromide and glycopyrrolate, is most 
effective in treating hyper salivation, causes the least side effects and  which drug 
patients prefer.   It is hoped that the results of this preliminary study will lead to a 
larger funded clinical trial.   

Mental 
Health 

Secure 
Division 

Open 23/01/2017 30/09/2017 - 
an extension 

may be 
requested 

Physical 
Health 

Dr Inti 
Qurashi 

Mersey Care 
NHS 

Foundation 
Trust 

 Divya Jain, 
Key 

investigator/
collaborator 

2015/39 Barnes: Patients with more social deprivation presenting late with dementia  The 
study aims to establish if patients with dementia present later in the course of the 
illness from areas of higher social deprivation and therefore if services are missing 
opportunities to treat these patients early. Various data sets will be collected 
retrospectively from assessments of new patients who presented to Mossley Hill 
Hospital Old Age psychiatry services with dementia. Data collected will be 
anonymised. 

Dementia Local 
Division 

Open 07/06/2017 28/02/2018 Other Dr Richard 
Barnes 

Mersey Care 
NHS 

Foundation 
Trust 

http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/cross-sectional-study-antipsychotic-induced-cardiometabolic-toxicity/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/cross-sectional-study-antipsychotic-induced-cardiometabolic-toxicity/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/cross-sectional-study-antipsychotic-induced-cardiometabolic-toxicity/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/cross-sectional-study-antipsychotic-induced-cardiometabolic-toxicity/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/cross-sectional-study-antipsychotic-induced-cardiometabolic-toxicity/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/cross-sectional-study-antipsychotic-induced-cardiometabolic-toxicity/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/cross-sectional-study-antipsychotic-induced-cardiometabolic-toxicity/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/cross-sectional-study-antipsychotic-induced-cardiometabolic-toxicity/
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/clozapine-induced-hypersalivation-feasibility-trial
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/clozapine-induced-hypersalivation-feasibility-trial
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/clozapine-induced-hypersalivation-feasibility-trial
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/clozapine-induced-hypersalivation-feasibility-trial
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/clozapine-induced-hypersalivation-feasibility-trial
http://www.hra.nhs.uk/news/researchsummaries/clozapine-induced-hypersalivation-feasibility-trial
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  2015/40 Cramer: Attitudes, knowledge and performance concerning suicide risk, 
assessment and management  This study is being carried out by a research 
assistant within the Ashworth Research Centre and is a collaboration between the 
Old Dominion University, USA; The University of Central Lancashire and Mersey 
Care NHS Trust secure services.  The study is investigating Forensic Mental Health 
staff’s wellbeing, perceived competency and attitudes towards working with 
service users presenting at risk of suicide and self harm.  Staff from four 
professional groups (nursing assistants, psychiatric nurses, ward psychologists, 
psychiatrists and forensic social workers) across the trust's secure services will be 
invited to complete a number of measures and questionnaires, case vignettes and 
on-line survey. 

Staff study Secure - 
Ashworth, 
Rathbone 
low secure 
and Scott 

Clinic 

Open 16/11/2016 01/09/2017 Zero 
Suicide 

Miss Victoria 
Hartley 

University of 
Central 

Lancashire 

http://research.bmh.
manchester.ac.uk/pss
ru/research/Dementi

aHomeCare 

Deep 
Majumdar, 

Principal 
Investigator       

CRIP: CS, WH 

2016/02 Challis: Effective Home Support in Dementia Care (Project 2.2) This study is being 
carried out by the Personal Social Services Research Unit (PSSRU) at the University 
of Manchester. The study aims to investigate ways in which the most practical and 
helpful support in the home can be provided for people with dementia and their 
carers and the effects of this support on their health and wellbeing.  People with 
dementia and their carers will be interviewed at two time points (baseline and 6m 
later) in order to measure any changes.  Staff identify potential participants and 
invite them to take part in the study. 

Dementia Local 
Division 

Open 16/05/2016 29/09/2017 Physical 
Health 

Professor 
David Challis 

Manchester 
University 

 Julia Taylor, 
Principal 

Investigator 
and student 

RA 

2016/8 Corcoran:  Carers’ Experiences of Unusual Beliefs: An exploration of acceptance 
This study is towards a Doctorate of Clinical Psychology study with Liverpool 
University. Carers’ experiences of looking after friends and family members who 
have become unwell have been widely researched, but the experience of coping 
with unusual beliefs is not well understood and has not previously been explored, 
despite many carers finding this one of the most difficult and upsetting symptoms 
that they have to cope with.  The aim of the research is to gather informal carer 
experiences when looking after a friend or family member who experienced 
unusual beliefs or delusions and to understand the impact of unusual beliefs on 
the carer and how carers cope.  Approximately 15-30 carers will be invited to 
complete a questionnaire and semi-structured interview followed by a focus 
group. Recruitment will be via OA CMHT; Adult CMH Teams and EI teams.  An 
extension has been granted to December 2017. 

Mental 
Health 

Local Open 29/03/2016 31/12/2017 Other Dr Rhiannah 
Corcoran 

Other 

http://www.ecygnus.c
om  CSO: 

Catherine.snape@me
rseycare.nhs.uk  

Dr Deep 
Majumdar, 

Key 
investigator/ 
collaborator                 

CRIP: CS 

2016/11 Leroi: CYGNUS: A feasibility study gathering health information in people with 
memory problems   The main objective of this study is to build and populate a 
database that will be used to explore how the information collected at the 
Memory Assessment Service (at the point of diagnosis and additional information 
collected from service users and carers over a one year period) could be used to 
improve patient care.  Physical measures, questionnaires and/or interviews will be 
undertaken.  A sub-study of participants will be asked to wear a watch like activity 
tracker for twelve weeks.   An amendment has been approved by REC (Dec 2016) 
for personal consultees to remain in the study should the service user lose 
capacity. 

Dementia Local 
Division 

Open 17/05/2016 31/03/2018 Other Dr Iracemoi 
Leroi 

IXICO plc 

http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/pssru/research/DementiaHomeCare
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/pssru/research/DementiaHomeCare
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/pssru/research/DementiaHomeCare
http://research.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/pssru/research/DementiaHomeCare
http://www.ecygnus.com/
http://www.ecygnus.com/
http://www.ecygnus.com/
http://www.ecygnus.com/
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 Ashworth 
Research 

Centre 
providing 
support 

2016/14 Carroll: Mental health student nurse communication: responding to emotion, 
patient and nurse satisfaction. This study is towards a PhD with Edge Hill 
University.  The study is looking at health care student communication and how 
they respond to patients, in particular emotional cues and concerns during regular 
nursing consultations with patients. Students on their second year placement will 
be video recorded (2-5 times) during one-to-one nursing consultations with 
patients, and again during and after their third year placement. There is evidence 
to suggest that if a health care professional acknowledges and responds to patient 
emotions then patients health outcomes and satisfaction is improved, and in turn 
the satisfaction of the health care professional. 

Staff study Secure 
Division 

Open 31/10/2016 01/08/2018 Other Ms Paula 
Carroll 

Edge Hill 
University 

http://www.hra.nhs.u
k/news/research-

summaries/offender-
personality-disorder-
pathway-feasibility-

study/ 

Lorna 
Jellicoe-

Jones, Local 
Collaborator 

2016/16 Moran: Offender Personality Disorder Pathway - National Evaluation (NEON) The 
Offender Personality Disorder (OPD) Pathway has been jointly commissioned by 
NHS England and the National Offender Management Service (NOMS) as the new 
Strategy for Personality Disordered Offenders.  This evaluation aims to investigate 
the impact and cost effectiveness of the OPD Pathway. The trust supported the 
first phase of the pathway's evaluation and the full randomised control trial 
commenced Dec 2016.  The team aims to interview 40 offender and 40 staff on 
two occasions approximately 12-18 months apart.  The interview will last approx. 1 
hour and will be audio recorded. 

Mental 
Health 

Secure Open 08/12/2016 30/05/2018 Outcome 
Measures 

Dr Paul 
Moran 

Kings College 
London 

 Supported 
by the 

Ashworth 
Research  

Centre 

2016/19 Greenwood: Sleep and aggression: understanding and intervening.  The study is 
funded by the Trust, and is in part fulfilment of a PhD with UCLAN and Stage II BPS 
Forensic Psychologist in Training. The study is interested in improving sleep for 
patients and to gain an understanding how sleep impacts on thoughts and 
behaviour.  Patients with a history of self-harm and/or aggressive behaviour will be 
invited to take part in an interview, and randomly assigned to one of three 
measures (i) mindfulness (ii) sleep hygiene, or (iii) treatment as usual (control).  
Participants will be asked to complete measures at four time points; pre 
intervention, post intervention and two follow up points in addition to completing 
a sleep diary.  Clinical notes will be accessed to identify aggressive and deliberate 
self-harm incidents, participant MH diagnosis and medication. 

Mental 
Health 

Secure 
Division 

Open 11/11/2017 31/03/2019 Other Miss Leah 
Greenwood 

UCLAN 

http://www.leedsbec
kett.ac.uk/pages/wha

t-works/ 

Mrs Jill 
Pendleton, 

Local 
Collaborator 

2016/21 Surr: What works in Dementia Training and Education.  This study has been 
commissioned and funded by the DoH Policy Research Programme (Understanding 
Effective Dementia Workforce Education and Training) and is a collaboration 
between the Universities of Bradford and Leeds.  The study will investigate 
effective approaches to training health and social care staff about dementia, and 
factors that contribute towards an effective training and education programme.  
Organisations found to 'currently provide dementia training that appears thorough 
and likely to be effective with 'training meeting a high number of learning 
outcomes of the Dementia Core Skills Education and Training Framework' were 
chosen for a more in-depth study. The trust is one of 12 organisations involved.  
Data collection about training models; staff focus groups; staff and service user’s 
interviews, and observations of training will be carried out. 

Dementia Local - MAS Open 02/12/2016 31/07/2017 Other Professor 
Claire Surr 

Leeds 
Beckett 

University 

http://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/pages/what-works/
http://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/pages/what-works/
http://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/pages/what-works/
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 Andrew 
Barlow, 

Service link 

2016/22 Vaughan: Examining Pain Sensation Thresholds in Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)  
Evidence suggests that individuals with ASD experience pain differently and may 
not communicate their experience in the same way as others.  This Liverpool John 
Moores University PhD study will look at pain perception in adults with autism.  
Participants will take part in a selection of experiments measuring responses to 
pain and light touch using specialised sensory testing, in addition to completing a 
number of psychometric measures.   Eligible participants will have the opportunity 
to attend labs at the University with the opportunity to ask any questions prior to 
consent.   It is hoped that by establishing experimental measures of sensation and 
pain for individuals with ASD will give an insight into the underlying processing of 
pain and enhance the understanding of any differences. 

Learning 
Disability 

Local 
Division - LD 

Open 04/11/2016 30/10/2017 Other Miss Sarah 
Vaughan, 

Liverpool 
John Moores 

University 

 Supported 
by the 

Ashworth 
Research  

Centre 

2016/23 Mann: Psychopathy and Developmental Trauma This study will be part of a 
Master's degree in Forensic Psychology with the University of Central Lancashire 
and Maastricht University, Netherlands.  The research is looking into the possible 
link between adverse childhood events and later psychopathy, aiming to clarify 
that there is a link and gain further understanding of the link. Research will involve 
‘expert’ staff questionnaires in addition to data from approximately 50 patient 
files. 

Staff study 
and data 

extraction 

Secure - HSS In write up 23/11/2016 27/05/2017 Other Miss Sophie 
Mann 

University of 
Central 

Lancashire 

 Mr Andrew 
Brown, 

Service link 

2016/24 Dervan: Treatment vs. Prevention: The physical activity environment and access to 
food on low secure units treating those with a mental illness in England. This study 
is towards an MSc in Nutrition, Physical Activity and Public Health with the 
University of Bristol.  The study will be looking at physical activity, the environment 
and access to food in a number of Low Secure Units.  One member of staff per unit 
will complete a questionnaire (approx. 20 mins) and collect information on the 
physical health of service users (length of collecting information depends on the 
site and how many service users have a BMI greater than 30).  The staff member 
will then take part in a telephone interview (approx. 30 mins). 

Staff study 
and data 

extraction 

Secure - 
Rathbone 

LSU 

Open 29/12/2016 30/09/2017 Physical 
Health 

Lisa Dervan Bristol 
University 

 Dr Claire 
Seddon, 

service link 

2016/25 De Sousa Testing the role of social isolation and social cognition in thought 
disorder This study is being carried out towards a Doctorate in Clinical Psychology 
with the University of Liverpool and aims to investigate the relationship between 
social isolation, social-cognition and thought disorders in psychosis.  The research 
will involve an 80 minute audio recorded interview of people who are or have 
experienced mental health difficulties, one questionnaire about social isolation 
and two ten minute tasks.  Participants will be offered £10 towards reimbursement 
of any costs/travel expenses. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Open 04/11/2016 31/07/2018 Other Dr Paulo De 
Sousa 

University of 
Liverpool 

  2016/26 Haigh: Understanding the Management and Treatment for Borderline Personality 
Disorder (PD) This study is being carried out by a member of staff towards an MSc 
with the Institute of Mental Health, Nottingham in conjunction with the Open 
University.  The purpose of the study is to investigate Personality Disorder Case 
Managers’ experience and opinions of working with BPD service users in their care, 
how they understand their contribution to the treatment of BPD, the influential 
aspects of treatment and challenges in their clinic role.  Participants will take part 
in an audio recorded interview of approx. 1 hour.  

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Open 22/02/2017 01/10/2017 Other Mr Kevin 
Haigh 

Institute of 
Mental 
Health 

Nottingham 
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2016/28 Haggerty: Touch processing in adults with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) This 
study is being carried out towards a PhD with Liverpool John Moores University.  
Children later diagnosed with ASD frequently show aversion to gentle touch and it 
is hypothesised that this has significant consequences for their emotional and 
social development.  This Study will investigate the processing of touch in 20 
individuals with ASD compared to 20 healthy individuals. Participants will take part 
in an experiment of approx. 90 minutes, undertaking a simple task which involves 
responding to the feeling of soft brush strokes applied to their forearm or palm. 
During the task small sticky sensors will be placed on participants' chests to 
measure ECG, frown and smile muscles to measure implicit emotional responses to 
the touch received. Participants will also be asked to rate the pleasantness of the 
touch and the intensity of the sensation. 

Learning 
Disability 

Local 
Division - 
Learning 

Disabilities 

open 04/01/2017 30/08/2017 Other Mr Connor 
Haggerty 

Liverpool 
John Moores 

University 

  2016/29 Skidmore: The Impact of Processes and Organisations on Desistance This project is 
towards a Masters in Criminological Studies, Liverpool University. The research 
aims to uncover first hand experiences of the various systems and how they have 
impacted both positively and negatively on criminal behaviour.  Ex-offenders and 
staff will be interviewed (1 hr.) about their experience of institutions e.g. prison 
system, education system and probation system.  staff will complete an on line 
questionnaire. This will allow for a greater understanding of the institutions and 
what works most effectively as a crime prevention technique. 

Mental 
Health 

Local - 
ReSettle 

Team 

Open 06/02/2017 01/10/2017 Other Miss Danielle 
Skidmore 

 

 Jill 
Pendleton, 
Service link 

2016/30 Chalmers: Adaptive Health Monitoring Using Aggregated Energy Readings from 
Smart Meters.  This study is being carried out by a member of staff from Liverpool 
John Moores University towards a PhD.  An energy monitor will be installed in the 
home of approximately six people who have a diagnosis of dementia or 
Alzheimer's Disease, in order to monitor their use of electrical appliances. Data will 
be logged remotely via a secure server at the University. Data will be collected 
from the smart meters which can identify any anomalies in a person’s routine, 
which is the result of a health-related condition. For example, an Alzheimer’s 
patient leaving an oven on or person suffering with depression remaining awake at 
night.  The system can identify when an individual gets up, goes to bed, eats, their 
location within the home and a bad night’s sleep.  It is hoped that this system will 
enable future patients to live at home safely while helping to maintain their 
independence for as long as possible. 

Dementia Local Open 08/02/2017 02/01/2018 Other Mr Carl 
Chalmers 

Liverpool 
John Moores 

University 

http://www.rand.org/
randeurope/research/

projects/offender-
liaison-diversion-trial-

schemes.html  

Mark 
Sergeant, 
Principal 

Investigator 

2016/31 Dr Emma Disley: Liaison and Diversion (L&D) Trial Schemes in England: an 
evaluation of impact on reconviction, health services utilisation and diversion from 
the criminal justice system This is a non-commercial, multicentre study carried out 
by an evaluation team from RAND Europe with funding from the DoH Policy 
Research Programme. The trust is one of 25 LD National Model trial sites and this 
study will assess whether the National Model for L&D has any impact on 
reconviction rates, diversion from the criminal justice system or the use of health 
services, particularly, A&E, drug treatment, mental health treatment, inpatient and 
outpatient services. The research will include data collection of personal 
information of L&D service users and telephone interviews with staff.  
Understanding how L&D service users access health and support services is very 
useful for helping to plan and develop services that can best meet people’s needs 
in the future.  Feb 2017 - Recruitment has been extended for a further six months 
to the 30th September 2017. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Services - 
Criminal 
Justice 

Liaison Team 

Open 05/12/2016 31/05/2019 Other Dr Emma 
Disley 

RAND 
Europe 

http://www.rand.org/randeurope/research/projects/offender-liaison-diversion-trial-schemes.html
http://www.rand.org/randeurope/research/projects/offender-liaison-diversion-trial-schemes.html
http://www.rand.org/randeurope/research/projects/offender-liaison-diversion-trial-schemes.html
http://www.rand.org/randeurope/research/projects/offender-liaison-diversion-trial-schemes.html
http://www.rand.org/randeurope/research/projects/offender-liaison-diversion-trial-schemes.html
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 Claire 
Seddon, 

service link 

2016/32 Loughlin: Barriers and Facilitators of transition from Early Intervention in Psychosis 
teams: a qualitative investigation This study is being carried out towards a 
Doctorate in Clinical psychology with the University of Manchester and will 
investigate service user experience of discharge from EI in Psychosis services (what 
they found helpful and unhelpful).  Support from EI in Psychosis services is 
normally available for about three years and after this time people can either get 
support from their GP or Community Mental Health teams. Service users (who 
have left the service within the past 12 months) and staff will be invited to take 
part in a 1 hour audio recorded interview.  Target: 4-5 service users and 4-5 staff. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division - EI 

service 

Open 05/12/2016 30/04/2018 Other Mr Matthew 
Loughlin 

University of 
Manchester 

  2016/34 
Kirkham 

Kirkham: Compassion satisfaction in clinical psychologists working in forensic 
settings: an interpretative phenomenological analysis.  This study is being carried 
out by a Trainee Clinical Psychologist at Lancaster University.   Individual interviews 
of clinical psychologists will be carried out to explore their experiences of 
compassion satisfaction when working in forensic NHS settings.  The findings of 
this research will be useful in identifying what drives clinical psychologists to work 
in this field, and what may increase or diminish compassion satisfaction when 
working in forensic settings.  Staff will be asked to take part in an audio recorded 
interview of approx. 1 hour either in person or over the telephone.  
 

Staff study Local 
Division 

In write up 21/12/2016 30/06/2017 Other Mrs Rosie 
Kirkham 

Lancaster 
University 

 Supported 
by the 

Ashworth 
Research  

Centre 

2017/3 Lambert: The impact of interpersonal style on clinical practice among nursing staff 
in secure services. This study is being carried out by a research assistant within the 
Ashworth Research Centre, towards a Stage 2 Forensic Psychologist in training 
qualification.  Research literature has very little information on interaction style 
and views towards clinical practice from the point of view of nursing staff. Nursing 
staff within Ashworth Hospital and Scott Clinic will be asked to complete on-line 
questionnaires with vignettes and various measures about their views towards 
clinical practice and their general style of interacting with others with the aim of 
developing an understanding of this area, which will be beneficial for clinical 
practice, relational security and will contribute to the evidence base... 

Staff study Secure  
Division 

In set up - 
planned to 

start 
28/02/2017 

25/01/2017 01/01/2018 Other Miss Katie 
Lambert 

University of 
Central 

Lancashire 

  2017/4 McNeil: How arts and culture impacts on people living well with dementia - a 
participatory action research approach. This PhD study with Liverpool John Moores 
University aims to describe, investigate and increase the understanding of people 
living well with dementia. Using arts and cultural activities service users will be 
invited to become co-researchers and explore how they feel about the cultural 
offer in Liverpool, what is really important to them and what has little impact.  
They will be invited to take part in art activity (e.g. cinema, dance movement, art 
gallery and/or theatre and discuss their experience in a focus group.  Target:  12 (6 
couples). 

Dementia Local 
Division 

08/06/2017 24/04/2020 20/04/2020 Other Miss Elaine 
McNeil 

Liverpool 
John Moores 

University 
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  2017/5 Raffay: Are spirituality outcome measures acceptable in mental health settings? A 
Pilot study.  This study aims to pilot outcome measures (rating scales) to show that 
researching, designing, and delivering services with those who use them improves 
satisfaction, effectiveness, and efficiency.  This study is the third in a series co-
researched with service users and carers. The first explored what service users 
wanted from Spiritual and Pastoral Care. The second, a service evaluation, audited 
what was actually being delivered. This study prepares for a larger feasibility study. 
It will run on in-patient wards and aims to test:   1. how acceptable MH service 
users find outcome measures on spiritual well-being and quality of life, 2. whether 
these outcome measures appear to measure what they claim to in this population, 
3. whether participants can be retained over six months, and 4. the range of 
suitable in-patient wards.  Trust service users will be invited to complete an 
interview (approx. 1 hr.) and three measures at baseline, 3m and 6m later. 

Mental 
Health 

Trust wide Open 04/04/2017 01/05/2018 Other Reverend 
Julian Raffay 

Mersey Care 
NHS 

Foundation 
Trust 

  2017/6 Hounsome: Service user views on protective factors influencing aggressive 
behaviour with people with an intellectual disability  Some people with an 
intellectual disability (ID) exhibit aggressive behaviour which can limit their 
opportunities to live in community settings. This study aims to inform the 
adaptation process by eliciting the views of ID clients and professionals on the 
nature and range of protective factors which are relevant to reducing violence 
propensity amongst high-risk people. 24 Service users will participate in focus 
groups of 5-6 persons approx. 1 hr. in length. 

Learning 
Disability 

Local 
Division 

Open 28/02/2017 28/07/2017 Other Ms Juliet 
Hounsome 

University of 
Liverpool 

  2017/7 Richardson: Practitioners’ Perceptions of Practice When Working Alongside 
Refugees Who Are Experiencing Mental Distress This MA social work student with 
Liverpool Hope University is aiming to explore the perceptions of professionals 
who are in contact with refugees who have and are experiencing mental distress. 
Staff will be asked to take part in two interviews totalling one hour.  The 
researcher will analyse how mental distress is viewed in relation to refugees in 
terms of culture, social factors, and any potential practice dilemmas. 

Staff study Local 
Division - 

Crisis Team 
at the Royal 

Hospital 

In write up 06/03/2017 30/04/2017 Other Miss Heidi 
Richardson 

Liverpool 
Hope 

University 

  2017/9 Haq: Using Cognitive Analytic Therapy (CAT) to Make Sense of Psychosis This study 
is being carried out by a Doctorate of Clinical Psychology student with the 
University of Liverpool.  The aim of the study is to understand how qualified health 
professionals (accredited CAT practitioners) conceptualise psychotic experiences 
(e.g., voice hearing) using Cognitive Analytic Therapy (CAT) concepts and tools 
(e.g., reciprocal roles), when working therapeutically with people who have 
experiences of psychosis.  The study will give an opportunity for staff to think 
about the structure and model of CAT and the ways in which the specific CAT 
concepts and tools can be adapted and applied to psychotic experiences.  
Approximately 20 CAT practitioners across the country will be invited to complete 
a face-to-face or Skype interview lasting approximately between 45-60 minutes 

Staff study Local 
Division 

Open 06/04/2017 01/07/2018 Other Ms Saba Haq Liverpool 
University 
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 Principal 
investigator: 

Kelly 
Palethorpe        

CRIP: KP, MT 

2017/10 Langdon: People with AuTism detained within hospitals: defining the population, 
understanding aetiology and improving Care pathways (The match study).For 
patients detained under the MH Act (2007) with a diagnosis of ASD, responses to 
treatment, clinical presentations, risk behaviours and treatment needs differ.   An 
inability to capture these differences means that some patients stay in restrictive 
hospital settings for longer than needed.  This study aims to refine and validate 
subtypes (developed for people with ASD).  It is hoped the results will lead to 
better designed inpatient services and minimise the risk of longer than necessary 
restrictive hospital stays.  Clinicians, patients and family members will be invited to 
take part in focus groups and a sub-section will be asked to complete a number of 
psychological tests with a 12m follow up. 

Learning 
Disability 

Secure - and 
Specialist LD 

Open 06/04/2017 31/10/2018 Other Dr Peter 
Langdon 

Hertfordshir
e Partnership 

University 
NHS 

Foundation 
Trust in 
Norfolk 

  2017/11 Fletcher Does melodic intervention ameliorate source monitoring for voice-
hearers: A multiple baseline study This study is being carried out by a Doctorate of 
Clinical psychology student at the University of Liverpool. The study will explore 
whether a melodic intonation therapy (learning to sing in a certain way) is 
beneficial for people who hear distressing voices on a daily basis.  The idea is that 
this may improve a mental process known as source monitoring, which allows us 
to tell the difference between what we are hearing and what we are thinking. 
Participants will engage in melodic intonation therapy based exercises integrated 
with psychological approaches.  They will engage in eight sessions (1 per week) and 
a follow-up session one month after the intervention has ended.  At specific time 
points participants will be asked to complete psychometric measures and have 
opportunity to complete an evaluation form of the whole process. Overall six to 
eight participants are expected to complete the intervention, recruiting up to 
twelve participants. Dr Jane Jamieson has confirmed support and nominated staff.   
CLINICAL TRIAL 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Open 28/06/2018 28/06/2018 Other Dr Cheri 
Fletcher 

Liverpool 
University 

  2017/12 Fish:  Staff experiences - working with men who self harm on locked wards 
Literature about self-harm mainly focus on women’s experiences.  This project is 
funded by the Trust and will be carried out by a team at Lancaster University.  . 
This project will explore experiences of staff working with learning-disabled men 
who self-harm in a locked unit, to consider their insights into relational aspects of 
working with this user group.  Interviews will be carried out with ten staff about 
their insight into masculinity and its developing influence on self harm as a coping 
strategy.  The analysis will be used to inform the methodology and interview 
schedules of a larger project that will include the views of male service-users in a 
variety of services and engage with user-led organisations to create easy-read 
accessible resources. 

Learning 
Disability 

Specialist LD Open 05/04/2017 01/06/2017 Self Harm Dr Rebecca 
Fish 

The 
University of 

Lancaster 

  2017/14 Hilton - A Comparative study of HR and Clinical Management views on the impact 
of sickness within a Mental Health NHS Organisation This study is being carried out 
by a member of staff towards a degree in HR and Business Management and CIPD 
Qualification at Liverpool John Moores University.   The study will review the 
reasons behind why the volume of sickness absence within the NHS is significantly 
high, the impact it has on the trust and if any suggestions or recommendations for 
improvements can be made. The researcher aims to recruit eight participants 
(clinical division managers and HR staff) to take part in a 1-1 interview lasting 
approx. 30-60 mins.  The researcher hopes to identify any trends and themes 
relating to absences, any concerns with the current processes and capture staff 
views on whether a sickness team would be of value to the organisation. 

Staff study Trust wide Open 30/03/2017 01/06/2017 Other Miss Vikki 
Hilton 

Liverpool 
John Moores 

University 
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  2017/15 Williamson: Understanding of resilience among people with intellectual disability.  
This Liverpool D.Clin student study aims to develop a model to explain how Clinical 
Psychologists’ perceptions of resilience in people with Intellectual Disabilities (ID) 
influence their clinical practice.  The researcher is seeking 4/5 clinical psychologists 
working with adults with LD to take part in a face to face interview (approx. 1 hr.). 

Staff study Local 
Division - LD 
service and 

Whalley Site 

Open 15/06/2017 28/09/2018 Other Miss Hannah 
Williamson 

The 
University of 

Liverpool 

  2017/17 Ropaj: Investigating beliefs and goal appraisals in individuals with experiences of 
mental health difficulties This study is towards a PhD in Psychology at the 
University of Liverpool.  The study aims to explore belief about mental health 
difficulties such as psychosis and bipolar disorder and how these experiences are 
seen to affect the goals that matter to individuals. Staff asked to highlight the 
study to eligible participants.  Involvement will be a one hour interview and 
completion of a number of measures, and data extraction from notes.  Participants 
will be reimbursed with an Amazon shopping coupon in recognition of their time.  
Staff are also invited to complete a questionnaire (approx. 15 mins) on their beliefs 
about psychological difficulties. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Open 22/06/2017 01/02/2019 Other Miss Esmira 
Ropaj 

The 
University of 

Liverpool 

  2017/18 Haggerty:  Neural mechanisms of touch processing in adults with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders.  This study is towards a PhD with Liverpool John Moores University and 
is investigating brain mechanisms associated with the processing of touch in 
adults. The researcher is seeking participants aged 18‐60, who have not been 
diagnosed with a developmental condition such as autism spectrum disorder to 
take part in a number of task which involve soft brush strokes being applied to the 
forearm whilst measuring participants neural responses using an EEG machine.     
Participation will take no more than 2 hours and participants will receive a voucher 
in recognition of their time.   Staff asked to highlight the study and posters placed 
in relevant sites. 

Mental 
Health 

Local 
Division 

Open 30/05/2017 30/08/2017 Other Mr Connor 
Haggerty 

The 
University of 

Liverpool 

  2017/23 Culkin: The NHS duty of candour - a step forwards?  This research study aims to 
investigate how serious patient safety incidents are managed in the NHS, with a 
specific focus on being open and candid with patients and families following a 
serious patient safety incident.  One member of staff will complete a questionnaire 
about their experiences and perceptions of current practice in relation to open 
disclosure and candour in their trust. The study is being conducted as part of a 
Masters dissertation for the Health Policy MSc course at Imperial College London. 

Staff study Corporate in set up HRA 
approval 

22/05/2017 - 
NHS 

participation 
assumed. 

28/07/2017 Other Mr John 
Culkin 

Imperial 
College 
London 

LB = Lorraine.Bickerstaffe@merseycare.nhs.uk, Clinical Research and Innovation Practitioner 
WH = William.henderson@merseycare.nhs.uk, Research Officer 
ZK = Zulaikha.Khan@merseycare.nhs.uk, Research Officer 
KP = Kelly.Palethorpe@merseycare.nhs.uk, Clinical Research and Innovation Practitioner 
CS = Catherine.Snape@merseycare.nhs.uk, Clinical Research and Innovation Practitioner (Research Nurse) 
MT= Michaela.Thomson@merseycare.nhs.uk, Research Practitioner 
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